

(Amended) Polyethylene-based composition for the manufacture of pipes and 
pipe couplings according to Claim 1, wherein talc is added in an amount effective to increase a 



creep resistance of said pipes and pipe couplings ma^ofsfiid composition 
* >7 . (Amended) The polyethylene-baseaytomposition for the i 



manufacture of pipes 



and pipe couplings of Claim^J^^wherein talc is addfed in an amount effective to increase a creep 

resistance of said pi pes and pipe couplings made qf said composition. 

\ I ^ 'j^^ (amended) A pipe or a pipe coupling comprising ther composition of Claim 1. 
V\ j 7 ->3^^ (amended) A pipe or a pipe coupling comprising the composition of Claim 3./ 



4. 



IV 

^ - "1^^ (Amended) The composition of Claim 1 , whe/ein the composition is in the 
form of a shaped article characterized by creep resistance (t),yWherein t = creep resistance 



expressed in terms of time to fracture, measured according/to ISO Standard 1 167 (1996) at 20° C 
on a pipe having a diameter of 50 mm and a thickness of 3 mm and under a circumferential stress 
of 12.4. 

\ . (Amended) The compositions^of ^aim^wherein the composition is in the 

form of a shaped article characterized by creep r^^^f^nce (t), wherein t = creep resistance 
expressed in terms of time to fracture, measuroti according to ISO Standard 1 167 (1996) at 20*^ C 
on a pipe having a diameter of 50 mm and ayxhickness of 3 mm and under a circumferential stress 
of 12.4. / 

-^22. (Amended) The pipe or pipe coupling of Claim L8, which is characterized by 
creep resistance (t), wherein t = creepyresistance expressed in terms of time to fracture, measured 
according to ISO Standard 1 167 (1996) at 20° C on a pipe having a diameter of 50 mm and a 
thickness of 3 mm and under a circumferential stress of 12.4. 
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(Amended) The pipe or coupling of Claim which is characterized by creep 
resistance (t), wherein t = creep resistanra^^Hc^ in terms of time to fracture, measured 
according to ISO Standard 1 167 (1996) at ilO° C on a pipe having a diameter of 50 mm and a 
thickness of 3 mm and under a circumferential stress of 12.4. 



Please add the following Claims: 

The pipe or pipe coupling of (^laim J^wherein the polyethylene is high density 
polyethylene. — 

^^25. The pipe or pipe couplinajai Claim 1^, wherein the polyethylene is high density 
polyethylene.-- 
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